
 
International Activists to Fast in Front of World Bank 

Headquarters during Annual Meeting to Demand End to Forced Displacement 
 
 
 

Friday, April 23, 2004-Monday, April 26, 3004 
 

EDWARD R. MURROW PARK, WASHINGTON DC 
directly across from the World Bank, at 18th 

between H st. and Pennsylvania ave. 
 

 
International activists are initiating a 3-day fast across from the 

World Bank to coincide with its annual meetings. They are calling 
attention to the legacy of impoverishment associated with the forced 

displacement of people from their homes by World Bank funded large-scale 
infrastructure projects such as mines or dams.  They demand that the 

Bank make policy changes to ensure the rights of people adversely 
affected by Bank lending practices. 

 
 

Action Alert: 
http://www.aidindia.org/wbfast 

 
Press Advisory Contact:   

Antonia Juhasz: Phone: 415-846-5447; E-mail: ajuhasz@ifg.org 
Angana Chatterji: Phone: 415.640.4013; E-mail:  achatterji@ciis.edu 
Dana Clark: 410.905.3303; E-mail: dana@accountabilityproject.org 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Why Are We Fasting? 
 
 
We are here to commemorate the forgotten people in the Bank’s 60-year history, those whose right to development has 
been violated by the very institution that claims to listen to the voices of the poor.  We are bearing witness to situations 
across the globe where the Bank’s lending has violated its mandate and its policy framework, and we are undertaking a 
fast to call attention to this aspect of the Bank’s legacy.  We stand in solidarity with those who have suffered 
devastating impacts after having been evicted from their lands and their homes to make way for Bank-financed projects.  
 
We are here to call on the Bank to abandon its indifference to the plight of people who are suffering from the effects of 
these failures, and instead to respect the rights of project-affected people, and to support the right to development for 
those marginalized and impoverished communities that have borne the brunt of 60 years of lending dangerously.   
 
Over the past sixty years, the Bank has supported projects that, in the name of development, have led to the 
displacement of tens of millions of people. Nobody knows exactly how many people have been displaced by Bank 
projects over time, because the Bank has been negligent in keeping track.  However, the reality is that World Bank-
financed dam projects alone have displaced ten million people over the years.  The World Bank’s own research has 
shown that most people who are involuntarily resettled do not easily regain their previous standard of living, much less 
benefit from the project and have their standard of living improved, as called for by Bank policy.  
 
We are gravely concerned by the role played by the World Bank in funding and legitimizing many projects that have 
come to represent a legacy of implementation difficulties, of underestimated and under-resourced externalities and 
costs, costs which are borne by those least able to bear them. The Kariba dam in Zimbabwe and Zambia, built during a 
time of British colonial occupation in the 1950s, has been an enduring source of misery for 50 years for the Tonga 
people.  The Singrauli coal-fired plants in India, financed by the Bank from the mid-70s to the early 90s, have wreaked 
havoc on the lives of hundreds of thousands of people.  The Yacyretá dam in Paraguay and Argentina, financed in the 
1980s and early 1990s by the World Bank and Inter-American Development Bank, has been the subject of multiple 
inspection panel claims and yet problems still persist and effective remedial measures remain elusive. 
 
We recognize that in the past two decades, there have been significant shifts in the World Bank’s commitment to 
sustainable development, in particular the development of a set of environmental and social policies and the creation of 
the groundbreaking Inspection Panel.  We commend this attention to the empowerment of the people affected by World 
Bank lending and the increased awareness of social and environmental risks associated with World Bank lending.  
 
We are also aware of an unfortunate recent trend that has manifested itself:  the World Bank's shifts to minimize its 
obligations and shift more of the burdens and risks onto local people and borrowing governments. This tendency is 
reflected in the recent exercises in reformulating Bank operational policies. Many organizations have engaged in 
dialogue with the Bank over the years regarding revisions to its policy framework – including policies on involuntary 
resettlement and indigenous peoples – only to be frustrated by the Bank’s practice of weakening policies and resisting 
calls for the policies to be improved and brought into line with existing and emerging standards of international law.  
This frustration is similarly reflected in the press conference being held this week by participants in the World 
Commission on Dams, Structural Adjustment Review Initiative, and the Extractive Industries Review; in each case, the 
Bank is  seeking to avoid recommendations developed as part of multi-stakeholder processes.  
 
We are particularly concerned about project supervision issues.  Although the Bank has apparently been paying more 
attention to due diligence at the design stage ever since the China Western Poverty Reduction Project, there is still much 
to be desired in the Bank’s approach to project supervision and project implementation.  In 2001, the World Bank 
significantly weakened the language of its project supervision policy; the revision was done without public input.   
 
In correspondence last month regarding the threat of an increase in the height of Sardar Sarovar dam on the Narmada 
river without adequate rehabilitation and in violation of the terms of the loan agreement, the country director for India 
confirmed that the Bank as a rule does not supervise projects beyond the disbursement of funds by the bank to the 
borrower. We note that when the Bank was forced to withdraw from Sardar Sarovar in 1993, the Bank’s General 
Counsel clarified that the terms of the loan agreement continue to apply to a project until it is repaid.  The Sardar 
Sarovar Project loan has not been repaid and is therefore still legally binding. Nonetheless, Bank Management is taking 
a hands-off, laissez-faire approach to project supervision – at least with respect to the environmental and social loan 
conditionalities.  This approach makes a mockery of the terms of the involuntary resettlement, indigenous peoples, and 
other policies that are supposed to mitigate the longer-term impacts of Bank-financed projects. By failing to ensure that 



funds are being used in accordance with the purpose and conditions of the loan, the Bank is abrogating its 
responsibilities as a lender, and its mandate of poverty alleviation.  
 
We are acting in solidarity with people affected by Sardar Sarovar on the Narmada river, where the World Bank has 
willfully ignored publicly reported accounts of policy violations, and remained silent when the Indian government 
authorized yet another increase in the height of the dam. The Bank shares complicity in last month’s decision to 
increase the dam height to 110 meters, as a result of which thousands of people – mostly indigenous or tribal people – 
will face an onslaught of miseries this year.   
 
The Bank’s silent acceptance of forcible displacement without adequate resettlement and rehabilitation is in violation of 
its own policy framework, and in violation of basic principles of international law.  Its determination to continue 
displacing people and ignoring the consequences is reflected in its renewed emphasis on high-risk infrastructure, 
including potential support for the Omkareshwar dam upstream of Sardar Sarovar, a dam project that would displace 
50,000 people.  
 
We are aware that many projects in the Bank’s portfolio are out of compliance with the loan agreements and Bank 
policies – including projects like Sardar Sarovar that are not actionable through the Panel process. In addition, we are 
troubled that those problems that have been identified by local people and confirmed by the Inspection Panel have not 
been adequately remedied. We stand in solidarity with communities affected by these accountability gaps.   
  
We are concerned that lessons of the past do not seem to be affecting plans for the future.  A recent report by 
International Rivers Network, 'The World Bank at 60: A Case of Institutional Amnesia?” documents the Bank's return 
to a strategy of financing high-risk and unsound infrastructure projects, and emphasis on a government and corporate 
focused approach to development that systematically marginalizes civil society in decision-making. Where is the Bank’s 
commitment to addressing critical problems and implementing effective remedial measures? These problems must not 
be ignored, as they play out, harshly impacting people and the environment.   
 
To remedy some of these problems, we call on the Bank to ensure, at a minimum, that projects that it has supported are 
brought into compliance with its own policies and loan covenants. We call in particular for full compliance with the 
terms of the resettlement policy for all communities that have been displaced by a Bank-financed project.  The Bank 
must ensure that people who have suffered displacement by its projects are able to regain and improve their standard of 
living. The Bank should dedicate new resources and create institutional capacity to address implementation failures and 
assist the borrowers and affected communities to come to terms with legacy issues.  We call on the World Bank to take 
responsibility for ensuring the development effectiveness of its lending and the accomplishment of a rights-respecting 
and rights-enhancing approach to development.     
 

### 



DEMANDS 
 
We are undertaking a three-day symbolic fast at the time of the World Bank’s 60th Anniversary to call attention to the 
Bank’s legacy of lending-induced impoverishment. We are calling for the World Bank to take the following steps to 
address historical injustices and contribute to the building of a future that is more equitable and sustainable:  
 

(1) The Board should heed the advice of the Extractive Industries Review and the World Commission on Dams, 
and lessons learned regarding involuntary resettlement, and implement a right of free, prior informed consent 
for indigenous peoples and local communities threatened with displacement by a World Bank-financed project.  
Two steps are necessary: 

(a) Facilitate an immediate shift towards voluntary, negotiated settlements by placing a moratorium on 
projects involving involuntary evictions.  

(b) Revise and upgrade the resettlement policy and indigenous peoples’ policy to incorporate the right of 
free, prior informed consent by indigenous peoples and local affected communities before being 
displaced. 

(2) Bank Management must start keeping track of, and publicly reporting, in the Annual Report:  
(a)  The number of people it displaces (voluntarily or involuntarily) every year; and  
(b)  Their rehabilitation status over time (with a particular emphasis on the restoration of lost livelihoods).  

(3) The Board and senior Management should ensure that Bank staff provides meaningful supervision to each 
project in order to facilitate and help ensure the effective implementation of environmental and social 
mitigation, and safeguard measures.  The Bank must make a stated commitment to effective supervision 
throughout the lifetime of a project, to ensure that borrowers adhere to the commitments they have made, until 
the funds are repaid.  

(4) The Board should create a development effectiveness remedial task force (Task Force) to develop and monitor 
implementation of remedial measures in consultation with local affected people, their designated 
representatives, and other stakeholders. The Task Force should include experts from outside the World Bank 
Group and should have community representatives, including those that have directly experienced 
development-induced displacement.  

(a) The Task Force should compile information about the status of people affected by past projects and 
come up with a time-bound strategy for addressing implementation failures.  

(b) The Task Force should work to ensure appropriate project planning and options assessment including 
consultations with affected people and responsible agencies, to make certain that project plans are 
locally realistic and feasible. 

(c) The Task Force should be charged with creating improved systems of accountability to effected 
people at the project level, including decentralized project and country-level accountability 
mechanisms to allow effected people and communities to seek redress for grievances stemming from 
World Bank assisted projects and programs. 

(d) The Task Force could be financed out of the Banks’s net income, which, according to the World 
Bank’s Annual Report, was $5.3 billion in 2003. This would be consistent with earlier uses of net 
income, such as the Trust Funds for Kosovo and East Timor, and the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
Debt Initiative.  

 
As we bear witness to the destruction of ancestral homelands and the devastation of futures, we call on the Bank to 
respect the rights of those whom its loans have impoverished, and implement effective remedial measures. We urge the 
Bank to respond to our concerns in a timely manner.  We are committed to engaging in dialogue to advance these 
issues, so long as the talk is matched with action. We are prepared to meet the World Bank’s indifference with our 
determination that justice be done. 

 
Dana Clark *  Angana Chatterji *  Dickson Mundia  
_________________________________________ 
Angana Chatterji, Associate Professor of Anthropology, California Institute of Integral Studies. Since 1984, Dr. Chatterji has been 
conducting advocacy and policy research with postcolonial social movements toward enabling participatory democracy for social and 
ecological justice.               
 
Dana Clark, President, International Accountability Project, Berkeley, CA.  Ms. Clark is a human rights and environmental lawyer 
that has recently edited a book assessing the efficacy of the World Bank's Inspection Panel. 
 
Dickson Mundia, Founder, Basilwizi Trust, Kariba Dam (Zimbabwe) oustee.  Mr. Mundia is a lawyer campaigning for compensation 
for the Tonga people, displaced by the World Bank funded Kariba Dam in Zimbabwe. 



 
 

Endorsements 
 
 

Initial Endorsements -- Individuals, partial list: 
(Institutions cited for identification only) 
 
Alok Agarwal, Jan Sangharsh Morcha, Madhya Pradesh, India 
Srimati Basu, Associate Professor, Anthropology, DePauw University, US 
Piya Chatterjee, Associate Professor, Women's Studies, University of California at Riverside, US 
Manali Desai, Lecturer, Sociology, University of Reading, UK 
Akhil Gupta, Associate Professor, Anthropology, Stanford, US 
S. Akbar Hyder, Assistant Professor, Asian Studies, University of Texas, Austin, US 
Robert Jensen, Associate Professor, Journalism, University of Texas, Austin, US 
Rajani Kant, Visiting Professor, Economics, Duke University, US 
Josh Karliner, CorpWatch, US 
Stuart Kirsch, Assistant Professor, Anthropology, University of Michigan, US 
Patrick McCully, Campaigns Director, International Rivers Network, US 
Monika Mehta, Assistant Professor, Radio, Television and Film, University of Texas, Austin, US 
Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Professor, Women's Studies, and Dean's Professor of the Humanities, 
Syracuse University, US 
Daniel Moses, Green Party of California, US 
Mutombo Mpanya, Professor, Anthropology, California Institute of Integral Studies, US 
Margo Okazawa-Rey, Visiting Professor, Women's Studies, Mills College, US 
Chittaroopa Palit, Narmada Bachao Andolan, India 
Pramod Parajuli, Executive Director, International Initiative for Leadership in Ecology, Culture and Learning, Portland 
State University, US 
Medha Patkar, Narmada Bachao Andolan, India 
David Pellow, Associate Professor, Ethnic Studies, University of California, San Diego, US, and Global Response, US 
Elías Díaz Peña, SOBREVIVENCIA, Friends of the Earth – Paraguay 
Vijay Prashad, Director, International Studies, Trinity College, US 
S. Ravi Rajan, Associate Professor, Environmental Studies, University of California at Riverside, US 
Arundhati Roy, Scholar-activist, India 
Martha Selby, Associate Professor, Asian Studies, University of Texas, Austin, US 
John Sellers, Ruckus Society, US 
Richard Shapiro, Chair, Anthropology, California Institute of Integral Studies, US 
Heffa Shucking, Urgewald, Germany 
Gar Smith, Editor Emeritus, Earth Island Journal, US 
Charlene Spretnak, Professor, Philosophy and Religion, California Institute of Integral Studies, US 
Aniruddha Vaidya and Payal Parekh, Friends of the Narmada, US 
Mangat Verma, Nimad Malwa Kisan Mazdoor Sangathan, Madhya Pradesh, India 
Kamala Visweswaran, Associate Professor, Anthropology, University of Texas, Austin, US 
 
 
 
Individuals: 
(Institutions cited for identification only) 
 
Ravina Aggarwal, Associate Professor, Anthropology, Smith College, US 
Sanjam Ahluwalia, Assitant Professor, History and Women's Studies,Northern Arizona University,US 
Nikhil Aziz, Director of Research, Political Research Associates, US 
Manu Bhagavan, Assistant Professor, History and Political Science, Manchester College, US 
Ian Barnard, Assistant Professor, English, California State University, Northridge, US 
Purnima Bose, Associate Professor, English, Indiana University 
Elizabeth Burch, Assistant Professor, Communication Studies, Sonoma State University, US 
Shefali Chandra, Assistant Professor, South Asian History, Gender and Women’s Studies, University of  Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign, US 



Jana Everett, Professor, Political Science, University of Colorado, Denver, USShama Gamkhar, Associate Professor, 
LBJ School of Public Policy, University of Texas, Austin, US 
Gautam Ghosh, Assistant Professor, Anthropology & South Asian Studies, University of Pennsylvania, US 
Manu Goswami, Assistant Professor, History, New York University, US 
Charles R. Hale, Associate Professor, Anthropology and Latin American Studies, University of Texas, Austin, US 
Susan Hangen, Assistant Professor, Anthropology Ramapo College, US 
Antonia Juhasz, Project Director, International Forum on Globalization, San Francisco, CA, US 
Sitharamam Kakarala, Centre for the Study of Culture and Society, IN 
Sangeetha Kamat, Assistant Professor, School of Education, University of Massachusetts, Amherst US 
Lamia Karim, Assistant Professor, Anthropology, University of Oregon, US 
Suvir Kaul, Professor, English, University of Pennsylvania, US 
Satish Kolluri, Assitant Professor, Communication Studies, Pace University, US 
Priya Kumar, Assistant Professor, English, University of Iowa, US 
A. K. Kiran Kumar, Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Environment and Development, IN 
Jayati Lal, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Women’s Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, US 
Ania Loomba, Professor, English, University of Pennsylvania, US 
Chandana Mathur, Lecturer, Anthropology, National University of Ireland, Maynooth 
Monika Mehta, Assistant Professor, Radio, Television and Film, University of Texas, Austin, US 
Ajit Menon, Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Environment and Development, IN  
Ali Mir, Associate Professor, Management, School of Business, William Paterson University, US 
Raza Mir, William Paterson University, US 
Bella Mody, Professor, Telecommunications, Michigan State University, East Lansing, US  
C.M. Naim, Professor Emeritus, South Asian Languages and Literature, University of Chicago, US 
Veena Oldenburg, Professor of History, The Graduate Center and Baruch College-CUNY, US 
Raj Patel, Food First: Institute for Food and Development Policy, Oakland, CA US 
Braden Penhoet, Berkeley, US 
Ashok Prasad, Alliance for a Secular and Democratic South Asia, Boston, US 
Gautam Premnath, Assistant Professor of English, University of Massachusetts Boston, US 
Junaid Rana, Assistant Professor of Asian American Studies, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, US 
M. V. Ramana, Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Environment and Development, IN 
Nagesh Rao, Assistant Professor, English, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, U.S. 
Aneil Rallin, Assistant Professor, Literature and Writing Studies, California State University, San Marcos, US 
Chandan Reddy, Assistant Professor, English, University of Washington, Seattle US 
Bhaskar Sarkar, Assistant Professor, Film Studies UC Santa Barbara, US 
Sabina Sawhney, Associate Professor, English, Hofstra University, US 
Simona Sawhney, Assistant Professor, Comparatice Literature, University of Minnesota, US 
Esha Shah,Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Environment and Development, IN 
Aradhana Sharma, Assistant Professor, Anthropology and Women's Studies, Wesleyan University, US 
Jenny Sharpe, Professor of English & Comparative Literature, University of California, Los Angles, US 
Jo Sharma, Assistant Professor, History, Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburg, US 
Zoe Sherinian, Assistant Professor of Ethnomusicology, University of Oklahoma, US 
Nidhi Srinivas, Assistant Professor, Nonprofit Management, Milano School of Management and Urban Policy New 
School University, US 
Vicky Steinitz, Associate Professor, College of Public and Community Service, University of  Massachussetts-Boston 
Rachel Sturman, Assistant Professor, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, US 
Narendra Subramanian Associate Professor of Political Science, McGill University, CA 
Abha Sur, Lecturer, Science,Technology & Society Program, Massachussetts Institute of Technology, US 
Jyotsna Vaid, Professor, Psychology, Texas A&M University, College Station, US 
Kirankumar Vissa, Association for India's Development, College Park, USA 
Nalini Visvanathan, Lecturer, College of Public & Community Service, UMASS/Boston, US 
Usha Zacharias, Assistant Professor, Westfield State College, US 
Paola Bacchetta, Associate Professor, Women's Studies, University of California, Berkeley, USA 
Kavita Panjabi, Head of the Department, Comparative Literature, Jadavpur University, Calcutta, India  
 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 


