Sr. No. SSP.r-2004/PrPr/R-5

Relief and Rehabilitation Dept.

Mantralaya

Mumbai  400 032

To,

Smt Medha Patkar,

President,

Narmada Bachao Andolan,

Camp Mumbai.

Madam,


In the meeting of today i.e. 28.01.2004 of the cabinet, it was decided after discussions that raising of the height of Sardar Sarovar Project (Dam) will not approved until the Project affected persons are rehabilitated.  In this regard the Hon. Chief Minister at 5.00 PM today ( 28.01.2004) in the press conference declared a press note, a copy of which is directed to be sent to you for your reference. 

Kindly note.

Yours faithfully,

28.01.04

Suresh Kakani 

Dy. Secretary (Relief and 

Rehabilitation) 

Encl: As above.

28 Jan.2004

APPROVAL OF INCREASE IN HEIGHT OF SARDAR SAROVAR PROJECT AFTER REHABILITATION OF THE PROJECT AFFECTED PERSONS


Though the Government of Maharashtra has no objection in the height of the dam since the Sardar Sarovar Dam on the river Narmada will provide electricity to Maharashtra, the Cabinet of Minister has decided to grant approval for increase in height of the dam only after Project Affected Persons are  rehabilitated.  


Maharashtra will also receive the benefit of electricity because of the Sardar Sarovar Dam.  But just gone by 21st January the Cabinet having made a policy decision it is anticipated that there would be increase in the number of Project Affected Persons.


It is expected that if the height of the dam were to reach 110.64 mts. the task of the rehabilitation of all such project affected persons would require about four months time.  Taking this into consideration, at present the Rehabilitation – Action Taken Report (ATR) will not be sent to Narmada Control Authority.  The State Government shall inform its approval to the Narmada Control Authority for increase in height of the dam only after all the Project Affected Persons are rehabilitated

